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ABSTRACT
The aim of this research is to conduct research to see whether there is any knowledge 
or awareness from the construction workers and developers concerning the sustainable 
construction concept and to study whether there is any implementation of the application 
of sustainable construction in their building development or on the construction site. Due 
to lack of principles and knowledge on sustainable construction among the professionals 
that involved in the construction industry, the problem of unawareness is big. Based on 
the survey findings, most of construction workers are not aware about the sustainable 
way of construction whether it is from the aspect of economic or social. In order to 
ensure there is sustainable building development, awareness and the importance of this 
practice must be given out to the workers and developers. It can also be spread to the 
public and can be integrated with another economic and social programmes, education 
and health care.
1.1 INTRODUCTION
In this modernised era, where building developments are increasing by the day, there are 
some impacts left by those constructions that are bad for the environment. Viewing from the 
economic sense, Malaysia has one of the fastest growing construction industries in the 
world.1 There are negative impacts to the environment coming from the construction industry 
and because of that there is a growing realisation that there is a need for a more sustainable 
responsible method concerning the practices. In Malaysia, the issues of environmental 
dissatisfaction on construction projects has become apparent to the public eye and the 
government and professional bodies in Malaysia should be more proactive in reduce this 
problem without prevent the need for development. Creating sustainable construction 
depends on the knowledge and involvement of all people involved in the industry and the 
importance of the buildings and structures enabled mankind to meet their social needs for 
shelter, to meet economic needs for investment and to satisfy corporate objectives.2 It 
changes people’s lifestyle, improves people’s standard of living and modernised a 
community. The construction industry is regarded as an essential part of a country growth 
process. Nevertheless, the negative impacts to the environment lead to a growing realisation 
and acceptance throughout the world that there is a need for a more responsible approach to 
the environment. A strategy for sustainable construction is a significant step to a more 
socially and environmentally responsible construction. It creates a framework within which 
the industry can make a strong contribution to a better future.3
Changes from the old ways are needed to acquire sustainable building. In order to 
increase the concern for sustainability, the people who are involve in the construction must 
be willing to adopt new products, practices, ideas and are willing to change their behaviour in 
exploring new territory.4 This is because, delivering sustainable construction requires action 
from all who are involve in constructing and maintaining the building or structure including 
those who design it, provide consultation and construction services.5 Due to the growing 
interest on building sustainably, the researchers and construction practitioners worldwide has 
to put their effort and initiate some actions to reduce the negative impacts of development 
and improve their competitive side. As global interest on sustainability has increased,
1 Shari, Z., & Soebarto, V. (2013). Investigating sustainable practices in the Malaysian office building developments. Construction 
Innovation, 14{ 1), 17-37.
2Sustainable Concept Awareness In Malaysia Construction Practices. Retrieved on 3 December 2014 from
http://www.researchgate.net/nublication/228898419 SUSTAINABLE CONCEPT AWARENESS IN MALAYSIA CONSTRUCTION P 
RACTICES
' Building a better quality o f life: A strategy for more sustainable construction. Retrieved on 25 November 2014 from 
http://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Building a better quality o f  life: A strategy for more sustainable construction
4 Ofori, G, Briffett, C, Gang, G and Ranasinghe, M (2000) Impact o f ISO 14000 on Construction Enterprises in Singapore. Construction 
Management and Economics,\ 8, 935 -  947.
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